
Misinformation Points

Myth: Students are falling behind in math because discovery learning, which for
many has come to mean students figuring things out on their own, has replaced
learning basic math skills.

The Reality: Most teachers have never heard of “discovery math.” There is a
curriculum and teachers teach to the outcomes in the curriculum. An example of
“discovery” as a teaching method might be loading up the sand table in
kindergarten with containers of different shapes and letting the kids play,
potentially discovering how the same volume can look very different in different
containers. It is not the same thing as “inquiry learning,” which is a
student-centred approach to teaching, where teachers try to engage children
directly in their learning through research, games, projects and other activities. To
complicate matters, not everyone will agree on the definitions of these two



teaching methods.

There are some politicians and academics who have labeled using multiple
strategies to solve open-ended, authentic, rich math problems as “discovery
math.”

As Reid, an assistant professor of math education at the University of Toronto’s
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education points out, “discovery math can’t be
carried out without basic math skills. In order to solve problems efficiently and
effectively, you need to know how to add, subtract, multiply, divide. You need to
know how to do mental math.”
https://globalnews.ca/news/4200010/doug-ford-discovery-math-ontario-election
/

In other words, being able to use not just “standard algorithms,” but also alternate
strategies, requires an in-depth knowledge of numbers and math facts. We need
a math curriculum that teaches the basics and in-depth knowledge and helps
learners to consider both “standard algorithms” and alternate strategies to solve
real world problems with confidence.

Myth: Teachers are not teaching phonics in school.

Reality: Teaching children the sounds of letters and letter combinations in order
to sound out words, has always been part of the ELA and French LA curriculum.
Other strategies to figure out words are taught as well, for example using syntax
(what makes sense in the sentence structure) and context to help figure out new
words.

For example, this is from the current ELA curriculum:

https://globalnews.ca/news/4200010/doug-ford-discovery-math-ontario-election/
https://globalnews.ca/news/4200010/doug-ford-discovery-math-ontario-election/


(https://education.alberta.ca/media/160360/ela-pos-k-9.pdf)

Myth: Drastically Declining Test Scores

“Alberta parents told us [the government] loud and clear that they wanted a
stronger K-6 curriculum that focuses on basic literacy and numeracy,”
(Sparrow/Press Secretary for Education)
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/ucp-curriculum-approach-could-tank-
international-rankings-1.6234221?fbclid=IwAR1__j7rtmPdLSQHZmkH06Q25_4Lg
arqvHpnNQh_6ETeq3aDav5kiuVJ4hc)

The Reality: There is no crisis of drastically declining scores. We are not at the
bottom of the world in literacy and numeracy scores.

The Curriculum Advisory Panel, appointed to make recommendations on a new
Ministerial order and on directions for curriculum, in a section of their report entitled,
“What is working?” had this to say:
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“Alberta’s students continue to perform near the top of the world in many
international and panCanadian assessments. With the latest available data from
2016, Alberta’s grade 8 students who participated in the Pan-Canadian
Assessment Program (PCAP)1 were number one in Canada in reading and
science. Only students in Quebec performed better than Alberta’s students in
mathematics. When it comes to international performance, the Programme for
International Student Assessment2 (PISA) ranks Alberta 15-year-old students
third in the world for reading and science. Alberta ranks eighth in the world for
mathematics remaining ahead of almost all of Canada. Again, Quebec was the
only province that performed better than Alberta in mathematics.
Specific to literacy assessment is the Progress in International Reading Literacy
Study (PIRLS)3 where grade 4 students participate every five years and in 2016
scored 547. This result is well above the international average 511 and has
remained stable since 2011.”

In the 2018 PISA test, Alberta scored 3rd highest in the world in reading, which
makes Alberta the top ranking province in Canada (tied with Ontario). In the PISA,
Alberta moved up from 15th in the world to 8th in math and came in 3rd in the
world in Science. Education Minister Adriana LaGrange congratulated Alberta
teachers and students on the results.
(https://educationnewscanada.com/article/education/level/k12/3/804548/2018-
pisa-results-minister-lagrange-.html)

Dr. Brent Davis, Werklund School of Education/Math Minds Project, University of
Calgary stated, “It is not fair to say math scores are declining. Alberta has pretty
much stayed the course over the last 10-15 years. However, other jurisdictions
have gotten ahead of us. We should be looking at what other jurisdictions are
doing to get ahead of us and on what learners need to know and be able to do in
the 21st Century. (Oct 8, 2021 Interview with Rob Brekkenridge).

We need to find out what the higher performing jurisdictions are doing and build
it into the program. Instead we are going backwards and  are revising our math
curriculum based on an opinion poll (survey) done at the beginning of the UCP’s
term in office and reflecting positions they already had in their party election
platform.

https://educationnewscanada.com/article/education/level/k12/3/804548/2018-pisa-results-minister-lagrange-.html
https://educationnewscanada.com/article/education/level/k12/3/804548/2018-pisa-results-minister-lagrange-.html


(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/ucp-curriculum-approach-could-tank-
international-rankings-1.6234221?fbclid=IwAR1__j7rtmPdLSQHZmkH06Q25_4Lg
arqvHpnNQh_6ETeq3aDav5kiuVJ4hc)

Myth: The current curriculum used in Alberta was created by the NDP.

The Reality: The current curricula being used were created and revised over the
years under Progressive Conservative governments.

Myth: The NDP developed the curriculum in a secretive process.

The reality: There were new K-4 curricula drafted under the NDP. An earlier PC
government led a process, called Inspiring Education, that involved thousands of
people and resulted in a Ministerial Order (like a vision statement)  for the
renewal of Alberta’s curricula.

The NDP kept the same Ministerial Order and continued the work. Over the four
years of their mandate, they established a large curriculum working group for
each subject (Alberta Education curriculum staff, academics, teachers) that
collaborated to develop the curriculum. In addition to working on their own
subject area, each group also worked periodically with members from the other
subject areas to ensure grade level expectations were consistent across the
subjects. Feedback from outside of the working group was received at every
stage through online surveys to all Albertans, and through Alberta Education face
to face sessions. Dr. Cala Peck created this timeline to illustrate the process:
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An enlargeable version is available in this article:
https://carlapeck.files.wordpress.com/2021/04/2008-2019-timeline-with-stakeho
lders-expanded.png

Unlike the current Have Your say survey, where the results have not been shared
with the public, the NDP released the 2016 survey results in this document:
(https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-s-provincial-k-12-curricum-survey-fa
ll-2016-summary-of-responses)

Just before the 2019 election, the NDP government published new draft K-4
curricula.They were never implemented.

Myth: The 2018 draft curriculum, completed under the NDP, was full of socialist
ideology.

Reality: Premier Kenney says that, but no examples have ever been offered. The
Curriculum Advisory Committee, appointed by the Minister to make
recommendations on the Guiding Framework and direction for curriculum,
reviewed the 2018 Draft and in their report made no mention of ideological
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statements that needed to be removed. In fact,  the 2018 Draft was listed in the
“What’s Working” section of their report,  and its strengths celebrated. Many of
the recommendations of the Panel could have been applied to the 2018 draft,
rather than starting over. (Curriculum Advisory Panel: Recommendations on
Direction for Curriculum)

Myth: Since the Alberta government has delayed implementing the Social
Studies and other programs there is nothing more to worry about.

The Reality: Math, English and Language Arts, Physical Education and Wellness
are still being implemented in Fall 2022. All these subject areas have major
issues that need to be addressed before being used in the classroom.Other
subjects will go forward at a later date.

Myth: Education partners like the Northwest Territories won’t be using Alberta’s
curriculum like they did in the past because it is incomplete.

The Reality: Education Partners like the Northwest Territories won’t be using
Alberta’s curriculum because it does not meet the needs of students. The
Northwest Territories offered an explanation of the features of the BC program
that prompted the move, but did not comment on Alberta’s new curriculum.
However the draft has highly racist content, is factually wrong in many areas, is
plagiarized, and was not developed properly.There was a public outcry when it
was published.
(https://globalnews.ca/news/8457469/alberta-curriculum-northwest-territories/#
:~:text=Northwest%20Territories%20to%20stop%20using%20Alberta%20curricul
um%2C%20will%20adopt%20B.C.'s,-By%20Emily%20Mertz&text=The%20governm
ent%20of%20the%20Northwest,had%20been%20using%20Alberta's%20curriculu
m)

Our current curricula are used in international schools in other countries. Will they
opt out of the draft curriculum too?
(https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-accredited-international-schools.aspx)

Myth: The curriculum must be passed into law in the Legislature.
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Reality: The Education Minister has the authority to decide on curriculum and the
implementation schedule.

Myth: Teachers will be able to make the draft curricula work by picking and
choosing the best parts. School Boards or teachers can refuse to teach the
curricula.

Reality: Public school teachers must teach the curriculum. It is their job
description and their legal obligation. Once the Minister mandates any
curriculum, that is what must be taught.

Myth: Teachers helped write the draft curriculum.

Reality: The curriculum working groups of Alberta Education curriculum experts,
teachers and academics, who had worked on the 2018 draft, were disbanded by
Minister LaGrange. The memorandum of agreement with the Alberta Teachers’
Association, which had teachers working on the curriculum as partners in the
development process, was canceled.

What we do know is the names of the Advisors, considered “subject matter
experts,” who were appointed to lead the drafting of new curricula. There were no
curriculum experts, only a small number with any teaching background, and “lived
experience” is sometimes what qualified them for their position. For example, the
English Literature Advisor is a lawyer on the Board of Directors at the
Shakespeare Company in Calgary. (Advisors On Draft Curriculum)

We do not know exactly what role they played, as the Alberta Education website
says they did not write the curricula. We do not know who wrote the curricula,
although the many errors, the lack of appropriate sequencing of skills and the
plagiarized pieces, some copied from Wikipedia, create serious concerns about
the professionalism and qualifications of those who did write or direct the writing
of the curricula.

One hundred and two teachers were selected and given two days to review the
draft curricula in all subjects in December 2021, after it was completed. The
government refers to these teachers as a “curriculum working group.” Several
came forward to say they saw no evidence of changes based on their

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edu-experts-advisors-curriculum-renewal.pdf


recommendations.
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/teachers-consulted-draft-curriculum-f
eedback-ignored-1.6271663)

Myth: Private schools do not have to use the mandated curriculum.

Reality: There are categories of private school that do not have to use the
mandated curriculum. A private school that wishes to access public funding
must use accredited teachers and follow the mandated curriculum. Charter
schools, which function under the umbrella of a public school district, and regular
public schools must also use the mandated curriculum. This can all be changed
at any time by passing a Bill in the Legislature.

https://www.alberta.ca/private-schools.aspx#:~:text=Registered%20private%20s
chools%20are%20not,programs%20of%20study%20(curriculum)
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